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MEDIA ALERT – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Alleged “Anonymous” Hacker Responds To Indictment Over Pelletier Case

BOSTON, MA, October 20th—Martin “Marty” Gottesfeld, 32, of Somerville, was indicted on three counts of felony charges yesterday for allegedly participating in a “massive” cyber attack on Boston Children’s Hospital.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gottesfeld was arrested in February after he and his wife were rescued from their stalled speed boat by Disney Cruise Line in the middle of the shipping channel between Cuba and America. Today marks the 17th day of his hunger strike to protest the inaction of the presidential office in addressing human rights violations of children in America, and the political ladder-climbing on the backs of activists like Aaron Swartz by Carmen Ortiz, the U.S. Attorney for  Boston.

“It’s shocking--the treatment Justina and her family endured has been held to violate the Convention Against Torture. Her case was much more than a medical and custody dispute; she suffered horribly for over a year and could have died,” Gottesfeld said from prison. “What she was put through is similar to what the House Committee on Education and Labor and the Government Accountability Office uncovered in the "troubled teen industry." I never would have thought Boston Children’s would treat a child, a human being, like that.”

Gottesfeld has authored a 36 page report sent to the UN and DOJ, from prison, detailing the alleged abuse that then-15-year-old Justina Pelletier was subjected to at Boston Children’s Hospital.

The FreeMartyG solidarity campaign has been set up by people who share Marty's views that a facility's reputation does not outweigh a child's cries for help. The campaign welcomes volunteers, support, and media inquiries.            

Media Contact:
Dana Gottesfeld
FreeMartyG Campaign Coordinator
FreeMartyG@gmail.com 
FreeMartyG.com | @FreeMartyG | facebook.com/FreeMartyG
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In The News:
 
Why I Knocked Boston Children’s Hospital Off The Internet: A Statement From Martin Gottesfeld

Anonymous Hacker Begins Second Week of Prison Hunger Strike
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Contact: Campaign to #FreeMartyG, FreeMartyG@gmail.com

Boston 9/24– Imprisoned human rights activist and alleged Anonymous hacker Martin Gottesfeld took to the Politics section of the Huffington Post for the second time this week with his article Why This Activist Hacker Is Launching A Hunger Strike In Jail.

Gottesfeld was arrested after being rescued by Disney Cruises off the coast of Cuba last February, related to human rights violations suffered by American youth.

His announcement included a statement that journalists who tried to contact him elsewhere should reach out again to FreeMartyG@gmail.com.

Gottesfeld used the HuffPost platform to call for a pledge from presidential candidates to use the office to protect institutionalized children from abuse. He has also demanded that the Boston U.S. Attorney’s Office, and controversial figure heard, Carmen Ortiz, make “an immediate change in course away from the political prosecution [it] has sadly become well known for,” and says he will begin a hunger strike on October 3rd.
###

In the News:

Why I Knocked Boston Children’s Hospital Off The Internet: A Statement From Martin Gottesfeld 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/why-i-knocked-boston-childrens-hospital-off-the-internet-a-statement-from-martin-gottesfeld_us_57df4995e4b08cb140966cd3?

Suspected Hacker Arrested After Rescue At Sea During Disney Cruise
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/suspected-hacker-arrested-after-rescue-sea-during-disney-cruise-n520131
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Contact: Campaign to #FreeMartyG, (347) 480-3219, FreeMartyG@gmail.com
 
Activist Denied Bond for Allegedly Conspiring with Anonymous in 2014 Online Protest Against Boston Children’s Hospital

#FreeMartyG campaign launched to build support for Martin Gottesfeld, expose continued abuses of the troubled teen industry, and fight the unjust Computer Fraud and Abuse Act.

BOSTON 8/29 -- Human rights activist Martin “Marty” Gottesfeld faces felony charges brought by Carmen Ortiz’s office under the Computer Fraud & Abuse Act. The same prosecutors who caused the death of Internet pioneer and activist Aaron Swartz now allege that Marty conspired with members of Anonymous to organize an online protest of Boston Children’s Hospital to stop the torture and save the life of Justina Pelletier. Marty faces up to 5 years in prison and $380,000 in restitution.

Marty, 32, is a human rights advocate and Senior Systems Engineer born and raised in Andover, Massachusetts. He was rescued at sea by a Disney cruise ship and arrested on February 17th, 2016. His bond hearing was held on April 27th at the John Moakley Courthouse in Boston and on July 8th, 2016, five months after his arrest, Marty was denied bond. His next court date to appeal the decision has not been scheduled yet.

Marty faces allegations that he conspired with members of the hacktivist group Anonymous to organize an online sit-in of Boston Children’s Hospital’s public website, in no way harming patients or exposing private information. At the time, an international campaign was underway to stop the torture and save the life of 15-year-old Justina Pelletier.

At the February 2016 news conference announcing the Pelletiers’ lawsuit against Boston Children’s Hospital and four of its doctors for gross negligence and civil rights violations, Justina told reporters, “They were really treating me badly. They didn’t really care. It was awful. Just imagine being in a psych ward without needing to be in a psych ward.”

Because Boston Children’s Hospital doctors felt Justina’s symptoms had psychological causes, she was denied her pain management and cardiac medications, became paralyzed below the hips, and effectively secluded. Her contact with her family severely limited, she took to smuggling them notes hidden in art projects describing her suffering. After 16 months of incredible suffering, and thanks to the effort of thousands, Justina was allowed to return home.  

Friends, family and supporters of Marty are launching the #FreeMartyG campaign at www.FreeMartyG.com to help raise awareness of Marty’s case and to ensure that the tragedy that resulted from Ortiz’s prosecution of Aaron Swartz is never repeated.

The #FreeMartyG campaign is seeking support by asking people to contact POTUSand the elected officials that cosponsored Justina’s Law, and asking them to remind Ortiz that there is organized crime, human trafficking, and other serious crimes being committed, and she should stop spending her resources prosecuting activists. Letter templates are available on FreeMartyG.com.

The #FreeMartyG campaign is also seeking support for Marty’s upcoming non-fiction book, Parentectomy, including help finding editors, typists, literary agents, and publishers. Other ways to show solidarity with Marty include sending him an “iCare” food package. For more on how to support Marty, see www.freemartyg.com/support-marty.html.

"Marty has been an incredible ally to this cause. I've been doing this for ten years, and I could tell right away the plight of these kids really affected him. Marty has a lot of heart," says Bill Boyles, fellow anti-troubled teen industry activist and co-founder of WWASPSurvivors.

The CFAA has been cited by digital rights group EFF as being overly broad: “Creative prosecutors have taken advantage of this confusion to bring criminal charges that aren't really about hacking a computer, but instead target other behavior prosecutors dislike [...] Compounding this problem is the CFAA's disproportionately harsh penalty scheme. Even first-time offenses for accessing a protected computer without sufficient 'authorization' can be punishable by up to five years in prison each (ten years for repeat offenses), plus fines. Violations of other parts of the CFAA are punishable by up to ten years, 20 years, and even life in prison.” The ACLU agrees and filed suit stating CFAA violates everyone’s first amendment rights.
 
###

In the News:

Massachusetts man rescued by Disney cruise ship arrested for Anonymous hack connected to Justina Pelletier case:
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/man-rescued-disney-ship-arrested-2014-anonymous-hack-article-1.2535094

Somerville man accused of plotting attack against Children’s Hospital
http://whdh.com/news/somerville-man-accused-of-plotting-attack-against-childrens-hospital/
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Justina Pelletier was medically kidnapped
and tortured by Boston Children's Hospital.
After Anonymous created a video calling for
her release, someone brought down the
hospital's public facing website for a week.
The FBI arrested Marty for the hack,
claiming he was responsible because he
allegedly shared that video on YouTube.
Help us tell the government that sharing
videos is not a crime. Help us tell them that
digital activism is protected speech.

Help us #FreeMartyG!

reeMartyG | Facebook.com/FreeMartyG




